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REMARKABLE EXTRACTS 
AND 
OBSERVATIONS 
ON THE 


THE $LAVE TRADE, &c. 


* 


n. 


. E RE is but little doubt that the iniquity of the 
African Slave Trade would be univerſally reprobated by 
every humane mind was it but univerſally known ; and none 
would ſurely dare to defend a traffic fo iniquitous wete not 
their eyes blinded by intereſt. And notwithſtanding the 
majority of votes in the Britiſh Senate againſt the abohtion, 
but few have yet dared openly to defend it, though ſome 


anonymous writers have attempted it. But to the credit of 


many who oppoſe the trade, they have openly engaged in the 
cauſe, and given up their names, their time, and their purſes-to 
procure for others that Liberty which all men deſire, and all 
Mould enjoy. The cauſe has now been long before the pub- 
fc—and many heavy charges have been brought againſt the 
African Merchants and Weſt India Planters, and, were the 
generality of ſuch accuſations untrue, they would long ago, 
it they could, have refuted them. 

The facts, therefore, which Benezett, Weſley, Clarkſon, 
Ramſay, and others have produced, may be regarded as un- 
doubtedly true ; a few of the moſt ſtriking are here ſelected, 
and earneſtly recommended to attention. 

To explain the manner in which negro ſlaves are procured, 


it may ſuffice to give the following extracts. Monſieur Barbot 


a French factor in Africa, ſays, * many of the ſlaves fold by 
the negroes are priſoners of war, or taken in the incurſions 
they make into their enemies? territories. Abundance of lit- 
"tle blacks of both ſexes are ftolen away by their neighbours 
when fqund upon the road, or in the woods, or elſe in the 
corn 
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corn ſields, at the time of year when their parents keep them 
there all day to ſcare away the devouring birds.“ 

In the journal of a Surgeon who made a voyage to 
Guinea, the following is recorded, and was printed therefrom 
by the late Rev. J. Weſley in his Thoughts on Slavery, as 
was the foregoing remarks of Barbots. “ Seſtro, Dec. 29th 
1724. No trade to day, though many traders came on 
board. They informed us that the people were gone to war 
within land, and will bring p:7/orers cnough in two or three 
zoth. No trade yet; 
but our traders came on board to day, and informed us the 
people had burt four twwwns; fo that to-morrow we expect 
flaves off. - 31ſt. Fair weather, but no trading yet. We ſee 
each night towns burning, but we hear many of the Seſtro men 
are killed by the e negroes; ſo that we fear this war will 
be unſucceſsful.— Jan. 2. Laſt night we ſaw a prodigious fire 
break out about 11 o'clock; and this morning ſaw the zowur 
of Seftra burnt drwn to the ground; (it contained ſome hundred 
houſes) ſo that we find their enemies are too hard for them at 
preſent, and conſequently our trade ſpoiled here. 


And the following extract taken from the journal of a ſur- 


geon, Who went from New York on the ſame trade, is as fol- 
ows—* The commander of the veſſel ſent * to acquaint the 
king that he wanted à cargo of ſlaves. The king promiſed 
ro furniſh him, and in drder to it, ſet out, de/rgning to ſurprize 


fome town and make all the perple priſoners. Some time after, 


the king ſent him word that he had not met with the defired 
ſucceſs, having attempted to break up tws tewns, but having 
been twice repulſed ; but that he ſtill hoped to procure the 
number of ſlaves. In this deſign he perſiſted till he met his 
enemies in the field. A battle was fought which laſted three 
days, and the engagement was ſo bloody that four thouſand 


fee hundred men were ſlain upon the ſpot.”—* Such is the 


* I have been told by a man of veracity from Liverpool, that a 
Gentleman there concerned in the African trade, was one day engaged 
at play with three of his young children, and all ſeemed greatly de- 
Iighted with each other, when a Black who was waiting upon them 
burſt into tears, which, however he endeavoured to hide, but upon be- 
ing interrogated by his Maſter why he wept? He replied, that he 
was thinking if his countrymen were to come and take away Maſſer 


Billy and Nancy as he was taken from his parents by white men, What 


a {ad thing it would be.“ And my friend added, that to the honour of 


the gentleman he reſolved from that tune to leave the trade and make 


no more ſlaves of men. | 
B 2 manner 
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naked, by the ſurgeons of the veſſels. Thoſe who are pick- 


is ſeparated from her huſband, or the mother from the ſon ; and 
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manner wherein the negroes are procured; and thus Chri/ians 
preach the goſpel to the heathens / exclaims the Rev. John 
Weſley ; but the facts are from Ant. Benezett. See Cooper's 
Letters, page 10. i 4 
Hence we may ſee the manner in which flaves are procured, \ 
and ſome have been fold to Europeans for real or imputed 
crimes, for the benefit of their Judges.* 
«© When the flaves, thus righteouſly purchaſed, are brought 
down to the ſhips, they are examined, male and female, ſtart 


ed out for ſale, are immediately branded on the breaſt with a 
red hit iron, which lies ready in the fire for that purpoſe, with the 
arms and names of the compary, or owners, who are the 
purchaſers, This humane piece of caution being performed, 
the ſlaves are thurſt by hundreds, males and females, promiſ- b 
cuouſly into the ſhip. The miſery of a ſituation ſo ex- 
tremely confined, the peſtilential vapours they inhale, the bad- 
neſs of the proviſions on which they are fad, the ſmall quan- 
tity allowed them, and the tortures of a ſultry climate, are 
frequently ſo great, that many flaves have been known to 
ſtarve themſelves to death on the voyage; others when 
brought upon deck for freſh air, have ſprung overboard, to 
meet death in the waves, or have otherwiſe put an end to an 
exiſtence fo miſerable as to make a deliverance from it the 
greateſt bleſſing they are capable of receiving.“ Cocper, p. 13. 

* When the ſhip arrives at it's deſtined port (in the Weſt 
Indies or America) the ſlaves are again expoſed to ſale. 
Here they are again fubjected to the inſpection of other bru- 
tal receivers, who examine and treat them with an inhumanity 
at which even avarice would bluſh. To this mortifying cir- 
eumſtance is added another that they are picked out, as the 


purchaſer pleaſes, without any conſideration whether zhe avife 


if theſe cruel inſtances of ſeparation ſhould happen; if re- * 
lations, when they ſind themſelves about to be parted, ſhould ©? 
cling togecher; if filial, conjugal, and parental affection 


* Abilract of Evidence on the Slave Trade, p. 2. 


+ Since the above was written, the author has been informed that 
hy the late regulation, the male and female ſlaves are not fowed toge- 
ther; he belicves, wantonly maiming or murdering a ſlave, is puniſh- 
able with death; but then, as the evidence of a black is never admit- 
ted, any evil-diſpoſcd manager may {till be guilty of theſe crimes. 


With impunity. 
ſhould 
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| ſhould detain them but a moment longer in each others arms 


than their /ecoxd receivers ſhould think fit, the laſh inftantly 
ſevers them from their embraces. 

* When the wretched Africans are conveyed to the planta- 
tions, they are conſidered as beaſts of labour, and are put to 
their reſpective work. Having led in their own eountry a 
life of indolence and eaſe, where the earth brings forth ſpon- 
taneoully the comforts of life, and ſparts frequently the toil 
and trouble of cultivation, they can hardly be expected to 


endure the drudgeries of ſervitude. Calculations are ac- 


cordingly made upon their lives. It is conjectured, that if 
three in four ſurvive the /eaſoning, the bargain is highly fa- 
vourable. This ſeaſoning is ſaid to expire when the two 
firſt years of their ſervitude are compleated. It is the time 
which an African mult take to be ſo accuſtomed to the colony 
as to be able to endure the common labour of a plantation, 
and to be put in the gang. At this period they are conſider- 
ed as real and ſubſtantial ſupplies. From this period, there- 
fore, we ſhall deſcribe their ſituation. They are ſummoned 
at five in the morning to begin their work; the work may be 
divided into two kinds, the culture of the fields, and the 
collection of graſs for the cattle. The laſt is the moſt labo- 
rious and intolerable imployment, as the graſs can only be 


collected blade by blade, and it is to be fetched frequently 


twice a day, at a conſiderable diitance from the plantation. 
In theſe two occupations they are jointly taken up, with no 
other intermiſſion than that of taking their ſubſiſtence twice, 
till nine at night. They then ſeparate for their reſpective 
huts, when they gather ſticks, prepare their ſupper, and at- 
tend their families. This employs them till idnight, when 
they go to reſt. Such is their daily way of life for rather 
more than half the year. They are 16 hours, including two 
intervals at meals, in the ſervice of their malters —- they are 
employed three hours afterwards in their own neceſſary con- 
cerns—five only remain for ſleep, and the day is finiſhed.” 
Cooper's Letters, | | 

During the remainder of the year, the gang is divided in- 
to two or three bodies, and one of theſe, be/rdes performing 
the ordinary labour of the day, is obliged to attend the. mills 
threuzh the night. Thus at this time their ſleep, upon a mo- 
derate computation, is reduced to three hours and a half, 
each night. Thoſe who reſiſt the droꝶ ſineſs, which is con- 
tinually coming upon them, are ſoon worn cut; thoſe who 


feed the mill between fleep and wake, frequently ſuffer for 


„ thus 
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tous þ obeying the calls of nature, the loſs of an hand or arm, 
by having them drawn into the-mill. And food and cloath- 
ing 15 as ; ſparingly allowed them, as ſleep. 


But they are not only denied a ſufficient portion of reſt and 
food, in addition to this, they are haraſſed with the unrelent- 
ing ſeverity of barbarous overſeers and taſk- maſters. I do 
afirm, (ſays Captain J. Smith) that I have ſeen the moſt cruel 


treatment made uſe of at ſeveral of the Weſt India iſlands, 
particularly at Antigua. While ſerving on that ſtation ten 
years ago, I vifited ſeveral of the plantations there, in conſe- 
quence of meeting with an old ſchool-fellow who managed 
an eſtate in that iſland. I was introduced to many of that 
deſcription, and too often has my heart ached to fee the cruel 
puniſhment inflicted by the managers with ſuch unconcern, 
as ut ie break in upon his focularity.— A poor negro is laid 
ſtretched flat on his face on the ground, at his peril to move 
an inch til the puniſnment is over; that is inflicted with a 
Whip whoſe thong at the thickeſt part is the ſize of a man's 
thumb, and tapering longer than a coachman's whip. At 
every role a piece was taken out by the particular jerk of 
whip, which the manager (ſometimes his wife) takes care to 
direct. This 1 have often ſeen for not getting a ſufficient 
quantity of graſs for the manager, and many ſuch trifling 
thai: ngs. 3 836 Page, 23. 


at 1965 Gitc — 35 of the manager *, he if he chooſe it, may 


with impunity practiſe the molt wanton barbarity ; as may be 
too largely ſeen in an Abſtract from the Evidence laid before 
the Houle of Commons. For rebellion (i. e, aſſerting 
their native liberty, which they have as much a right to as 
the air they breathe) they faiten them down to the ground 
with crooked flicks on ev oy limb, and then applying fire by 
degrees to the feet and hands, burn them gr adually upwards, 
to the head!” Cooper, p. 19. 

* A Jew determined to whip one of his negroes to DEATH, and 
avowed that determination; he began the lingering murder with his: 
own tends, and whipped until his ſtrength was exhauſted, and then. 
put the whip into other hands ſucceſſively, and urged them on until 


the traged y was completed in his own pounce. Rand by his own 


oder: 4. [which was proved on his trial, of all which he was found eviiTY, 
conuid 27% and fentenced ; ; What! imprifonment for ue? No ?—For 
ſeven years? No! — Was he fined in all he had? No!—In what ? 
FIVE POUNDS !!I--with this mockery of God and Juſtice to give 
1 an air of ſeverity, that he ſhould be impriſoned until he paid the 
Ene, which he did inſtantly, and went out laughing. 

See Notes on the Report of the Committee of the Houſe of Aſſembly at amaica. 
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As a ſpecimen of the laws of the colonies, which fome 
have fondly imagined are calculated to prevent all cruelty and? 
oppreſſion, read the following: f IF 

The law of Barbadoes decrees, ©** That if any negro un 
der puniſhment hy his maſter or his order, for runniug away, 
or any other miſdemeanour, Gall ſuffer in life or member, na 


PIES _ 


perſon whatever ſhall be liable to any fine therefrom. But if 


any man of avantonneſs, or  bloody-mindedneſs, or cruel inten 
tion, wilfully kill a negro of his own (now mark the ſevere 
puniſhment) he ſhall pay into the public treaſury FIFTEEN 
pounds fterling ! and not to be liable to any other puniſh- 
ment or forfeiture for the ſame. Act 39. 

Nearly allied to this is the law of Virginia c« After 
proclamation is iſſued againſt ſlaves that run away, it is 
lawful for any perſons whatever to kill and deſtroy ſuch 
ſlaves, by ſuch ways and means as he ſhall think fit *, 

cc We: 


* Horrible cruelties had been exerciſed in regard to' negroes, Whe 
were rendered incapable of labouring by age or ſickneſs, whoſe exe- 
crable maſters, after having had the labour of all the healthy and; 
vigorous years of their lives, deſerted them in age, ſickneſs, and im- 
becility, to all the horrors of nakedneſs, hunger, and helpleſs old 
age. But the guilt ended not there; ſome of thoſe poor wretches in 
this ſituation would fteal proviſions, or ſomething wherewith to pro- 
cure proviſions; and, if detected, the maſter of the ſlave fo dete! 
the very maſter who had deſerted him, became his proſecutor, bes 
cauſe, being convicted and executed, he, the maſter, became intitled 
to, and recerved from the public, forty pounds. 

On this head let me mention a fingle circumſtance. A planter once 
on a journey to Kingſton put up, for the night, at an inn, kept by one 
Bailey, a ſtrange fellow, but who was not deſtitute of humanity.” In 
the dead of the night the houſe was alarmed with a cry of thieves; 
it was then the faſhion to travel armed. On the alarm, the planter 
ſnatched up his {word, and ran out of the door, where he preſently 
ſeized on a man who was breaking into the proviſion ſtore. He had 
Juſt ſecured him, with his back to the wall and the point of his 
ſword to his breaſt, when the people brought lights, and diſcovered” 
this dreadful houſe-breaker to be a tall emaciated old man, whoſe 
woolly head was as white as ſnow, and who ſeemed hardly able to 
ſtand. The negro, immediately mentioned his name to the inn- 
keeper, who ordered them to bring him in, and gave direction to 
bring victuals and drink with as much glee as if the old man had 
arrived in a coach and fix. The planter was pleaſed at his humanity, 
as he thought it, but was ſurprized at his frequently thanking the 
poor creature for coming to break into his ſtore, and charged him 
always to come when he wanted victuals, and if the people were 
allcep, to break the pantry or the ſtore, —++ Lo ſeem ſurprized, firs 
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& We have already ſeen ſome of the ways and means 
which have been honght fr on ſuch occaſions, and many 
more might be mentioned. One gentleman, whilſt I was 
abroaa, thought fit 20 raft his ſlave alive but if the moſt na- 
tural act of running away from intolerable tyranny deſerves 
ſuch relentlefs ſeverity, what puniſhment have theſe law mak- 
ers to expect hereafter, on account of their own- enormous 
effences ? | 75 

This is the plain, unaggravated matter of fact. Thus 
far the Rev. John Weſley, chiefly from Benezett.” Cooper, 
p. 20. | 

The average import of ſlaves into the European colö- 
nies may be 100,000 ; but theſe are only two-thirds of the 
imports previous to the ſeaſoning, for, one-third dies in the 
ſeaſoning ; therefore, the actual import into the European 
colonies is, at this rate, 150,000, But this latter number 
is only four-fifchs of the cargo when firſt laden; for, one- 
fifth at leaſt dies in the paſſage, therefore the cargo, when 
firſt laden was 180,000 men. Moreover, it has been ob- 
ferved before, and proof has been offered ſufficient to eſta- 
bliſh the fact, that for ne man actually ſent down to the 
coaſt, at the very leaſt, ten were ſlaughtered. Hence on- 
million eight hundred thorſand people, are annually murdered at 
the inſtigation of Europeans. | 

This ſtatement needs no comment. The moſt callous 
heart cannot reflect upon it without emotion, and every 


(ſays he to the planter), but I will diſappoint the ſcoundre].” — 
% What ſcoundrel ?''—This poor fellow's maſter, fir. I have known 
this negro ſixteen years, when he was worth any fix negroes his maſ- 
ter had; faithful, diligent, and ſkilful; but now he is worn down by 
age, and is grown filly, the ſcoundrel drives him away, in hopes that 
he will break into ſome houſe to ſteal and be apprehended, when he 
Will become the proſecutor, and claim by the Jaw of the iſland forty 
pounds; but I will circumvent him.” And then he laid the ſtricteſt 
injuction on his houle-keeper and ſervants, always to encourage the 
old man to come there for food. Now I am ſpeaking vf crucliy ex- 
erciſed on an old man, what will be thought of a Chief Jultice of the 
Hand, whom I knew well? This man, having heard that a-favorite 
negro man, in the vigour of his life, belonging to himſelf, was cone 
victed and condemned to be hanged, ſent off the fellow. under pre- 
tence of having him executed on the property he belonged to, in ter- 
rorum, to the other negroes, to a diſtant eſtate, and had a ſupers 
annuated old watchman, paſt labour hanged up in the ſtead of the 
criminal. It ſcems that the old man's name was Mingo; and the 
only puniſhment the maſter underwent was that of being denominated 
in the party writings of that time, Which were violent, Od Mingo. 
One 


e 

one who poſſeſſes a common degree of humanity is ready t@ 
imprecate the vengeance of Heaven upon the authors and 
abettors of ſuch unparalleled barbarity. What then muſt be hig 
anguiſh, on finding that ae himlelt has, thoughtlefsly indeed, 
but really, been acceſſary to the crime, and is partaker in 
the guilt ? Yet, with regard to moſt of the inhabitants of this 
country, this is too ſurely the caſe. 

« For why is the Slave Trade carried on? To ſupply the 
Weſt India planters with hands to cultivate the iſlands. And 
why are the iſlands cultivated ? To furniſh the inhabitants 
of Europe with ſugar*!! If ſugar was not conſumed it 
would not be imported if it was not imported it would not 
be cultivated, if it was not cutirated there would be an 


end of the Slave Trade; fo that the conſumer of ſugar us 
really the prime mover- the grand cauſe of all the horrible 
injuſtice which - attends the capture, of all the ſhocking 
cruelty which accompanies the treatment, of the wretched 
African Slave.“ PR 6 

A French writer obſerves, © That he cannot look on a 
piece of ſugar without conceiving it ſtained with ſpots of 
human blood: And Dr. Franklin very properly adds, 
« that had he taken in all the conſequences, he might have 
ſeen the ſugar not merely ſpotted, but dyed ſcarlet in gram.” 

If a perfon hire an aſſaſſin to deſtroy his enemy, both are 
juſtly conſidered equally guilty of the crime; and the cale 
is preciſely the ſame, if the firſt mentioned aſſaſſin procure 4 
ſecond, he a third, and ſo on to any given number. All 
concerned are, in the eye of reaſon and the law, partakers 
in the murder. And the criminality will-remain the ſame, 
it the firſt inſtigator, and all the integmediate inftruments, 
Jointly attack their victim; the number concerned not alters 
ing the nature of the action. Yet ſhould any be thought 
more guilty than the reſt, it would certainly be the one whey 
by gifts or promiſes, excited the others. Now let us apply 
this to the caſe in hand. | | 

A number of perſons offer a large ſum of money for a 
certain natural production. The merchant is by this in- 


* Governor Parry tells us, * one acre of ſugar requires as much la- 
bour as three of cotton, indico, pimento, &c,* Thus our retraining 
from the production of the ſugar-cane, even for a few years, would 
deſtroy the ſlave trade to the Welt India iſlands, bring freſh land into 
culture, and place the flaves in thoſe iſlands in ſuch a ſituation that 
they mult rapidly increaſe. | 

duced 


1 
anced to import it, and the planter to cultivate it. But as 
the merchant will of courſe prefer the cheapeſt market, the 
planter muſt adopt the cheapeft mode of cultivation, i.e. in 
the preſent caſe, muſt purchaſe ſlaves. He, therefore in his 
turn, offers a reward for this commodity, by which others 
are tempted to procure it, and, fince it is not otherwiſe to 
be obtained, to procure it by the annual murder of many 
pundred thouſand of their fellow creatures, The load of guilt 
bears equally upon every link of this infernal chain, upon 
every one who is either directly or indirectly engaged in the. 
cultivation or conſumption of Weſt India produce; but as in 
the caſe above ſtated, the firſt mover ſeemed more criminal 
than the reft, ſo in this caſe a larger portion of guilt may 
perhaps, not unjuſtly, be attributed to the conſumer. The 
conclufion appears inevitable may it ſuitably impreſs the 
heart of every reader. 


Such 18 the nature of the African Slave Trade, and fuch 


the methods by which it may certainly be reſtrained, and, in 
proceſs of time, annihilated. If the facts above ſtated are 
true, and the concluſions juſt, every perſon who habitually 
conſumes one article of Weſt Indian produce, is guilty of 
the crime of murDER—every one who docs it, when con- 
vinced that what has been ſaid is true, is guilty of deliberate 
murder; of murder too, rendered more criminal by being 
preceded by every ſpecies of cruelty and torture which in- 
Ventive barbarity can deviſe. Parents are dragged from 
their familes, children from the arms of their parents; huſ- 
bands and wives torn aſunder; all hurried from a country 
dear to them as ours to us, and led through a life of unme- 
rited. calamity, to a violent, or at leaſt, premature death.. 
And this not in ſmall numbers it is computed, (reader ſtop 
and wonder) that ONE HUND RED and EIGHTY MIL- 
LIONS * have already thus been facrificed |! What poſſible 
excuſe can be offered for partaking of ſuch accumulated 
guilt ? Shall it be ſaid that the abſtinance of an individual 


4 

* The Abbe Ray nal computes that at the time of his writing, nine 
millions of ſlaves had been conſumed by the Europeans. Add one 
million at leaſt ſince, for it is about ten years ago (1787). Recollect- 
ing then that for one flave procured, ten at leaſt are ſlaughtered, that 
a fifth dic in the paſſage, and a third in the ſeaſoning, and the unex- 
aggerated computation: will turn out, that inferna] European avarice 
has bcen glutted with the murder of ONE HUNDRED and EIGHTY 
MILLIONS of our fellow creatures. Cooper, p. 25. | 


Cary. 


until our Weſt India Planters themſelves have prohibited the 


: po 004 of additonal ſlaves, and commenced as ſpeedy 
and 


a” 


effectual a ſubverſion of ſlavery in their iſlands, as the 
circumſtances and fituation of the flaves will admit? or till 
we can obtain the produce of the ſugar cane in ſome other 
mode, unconneRtedwith ſlavery, and unpolluted with blood 1? 
For though the African ſlave trade be the moſt prominent 
feature in this wickedneſs, yet it is but a feature: and 
were it aboliſhed the Weſt India ſlavery would ſtill exiſt, 


Our planters would breed, inflead of importing ſlaves ; and 
ſhall we ſuffer half a million of fellow ſubjects, and their poſe 


zerity, to be held in ſlavery for ever ? I ſay fellow ſubjects, for 
ere every perſon born in the dominions of Grea 
Britain, is a fubject, bound to obey, and intitled to the pro. 


* Extract of a Sermon preached in Virginia, in 1774, by 
_  Elhanan Wincheſter. 


& THINK, O ye tender mothers, how would you feel, if, when 
ve ſhould ſend your little boys and girls to fetch a pitcher or calabaſh. 
of water from the ſpring, you ſhould never ſee them return again: if 
ſome barbarous kidnapper ſhould watch the opportunity, and ſeise 
upon your darlings, as the eagle upon its prey; ſhould gags your 
{weet prattling babes and force them away, how would your eyes 
with tears run down—how would your ſouls refuſe to be comforted ? 
Such is the pain that many mothers feel in Africa !——Think, O ye 
parents, haw would you feel, if, when you ſent your children into. 
the field to watch the corn and drive the birds away, they ſhould be 
then ftolen and carried off? yet this many poor Africans expe- 
rience. Many poor women take their children, and go down to the 
river to wafh the ſand, and get gold duſt ; while thus employed, their 
foes dart upon them, and take their gold, and their children, nor 
let them return to give any account to their unfortunate huſbands of 
the diſaſter. The huſband comes in, from the little field, to eat his 
cheerful meal with his wife and children, whom he expects to ſee re- 
turned with the ſhining ore—but, alas, he finds them not! He goes 
towards the river; he calls—burt receives no anſwer! At laſt he ven- 
tures to ihe ſhore, finds the place where the partner of his little joys 
was employed—but, alas, ſhe is gone !—no more to bleſs his longing 
eyes! He returns traatic with-rage, ſorrow, and deſpair? | 

+ It may be ſatis factory to many. to. know that Sugar, worked by 
Free Men, has lately been brought from the Eaſt Indies, and may be 
had of ſeveral Grocers ip London, | 
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ee common law of England ; *ud in Sppotiton-te MM 


>: Reports of the Committee of the Houle of Aſſlembly in Jamaica ; 
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which, the acts of aſſemblies can be of no authd ty? r 
« It is ſufficient that a {cence of calamity and oppreſſion 


> exiſts, and that we have it in our power jointly. with others, to 


remedy it; and it is our duty to contribute our ſhare, in hope 
that others will theirs; nor indeed ſnould we on many other 
fmilar occaſions reſort to ſuch excuſes; for inſtance. | 

Let us ſuppoſe then the Algeriues to eftabliſh ſugar-planta- 
tions, that it was the intereſt of a body of men amongſt us, 
that we ſhoald purchaſe ſugar of the Algerines alone; and 
that they ſhould have influence ſufficient with the legiſlature, 
to procure prohibitory duties to prevent our reſorting to any 
other market than that of Algiers, and that in conſequence 
we took the whole of their product. Let us ſuppoſe, that 
the Algerines ſhould reſort to the banks of the Thames for flames, 
as the only place to be inſulted with impunity, Suppoſe our 
RUIVES, our vufhands, our children, our parents, our brethren, 


© favept away, and the fruit of their labour, produced with 


agonizing hearts and trerabling limbs, landed at the port of 
Landon, what would be our conduct? Should we ſay, ſugar 
is a neceliary of liſe? I cannot do without it; beſides the 


quantity I uſe is but a ſmall proportion, and though it is very 
eriminal of the Algerines to enſlave others, yet I am not 


bound to look to the nature or conſequences of the tranſac- 
tion; and, paying for the ſugar, I have a right to conſuie it, 
however it may be obtained. If ſuch would be our language; 
let it be fo on the preſent occaſion; as the only difference is, 
that our relation to the enſlaved is rather more remote, but 
in both caſes they are our breibreun. Let all therefore who 
are called Chaitians conſider theſe things ſeriouſly ; for it is 
but a ſad proof of difcipleſhip in thoſe who profeſs to deny 
themſelves, if their appetites are ſo very much deprav- 
ed that they cannot relinquiſh one gratification, though 
called upon by the groans and tears of millions? Multi- 


tades rejoiced when the Baſtille fell, vet how ſmall the num- 


ber there contined; how trifling the tortures there inflicted, 


when compared with the numbers and ſufferings of the ſlaves, 
evea on one plantation. But it is needleſs to enlarge 
enough ſurely has been ſaid to ſatisfy every one into whoſe 
frame one atom of compaſſion enters, to intereſt all who are in 
truth the diſciples of that maſter, who commands his follow- 
ers--'To do to others as they would that others ſhould de 
to them. FINIS. | 

| * See Addreſs to the People of Great Britain. 
For perticulars of the notes in pages 6, 7, and 8, ſee notes on the: 
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